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We wish you and your family a very blessed Christmas season filled with great joy and 

sincere worship!  We will be praying for you throughout the new year.  We hope you 
enjoy good health, great peace, and lots of love throughout the new year.  Merry 

Christmas!	
 	
 ~ Ben, Kelly, Claire, Caleb, Grant, Elise, Quinn, Fisher 

Merry Christmas from Eagle Crest Farm
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Winter is a quiet, restful time on the 
farm for our family, the pasture, and the 
animals.  This year, Ben and the kids are 

building an “Eggloo” for the egg layers.  
We wanted to provide them with a safe 
place to run about in the winter 
without getting frozen in the snow.  The 

Eggloo is warm with plenty of room for 
the chickens.  We add sawdust each day 
and hoe up the bedding.  This adds 

extra warmth for the chickens, and in 
the spring will provide excellent 
compost for the garden.  In the spring 

time, we’ll move the chickens out to 
pasture in their new “mobile home”.  
Once the chickens are out of the 
eggloo, it becomes a green house for 

our garden.  The compost is perfect for 
starting our garden early, and then we 
can take the plastic off and our garden 

is already established for the summer 
growing season.  We can’t wait to see 
how this new arrangement works for 

the chickens and for the garden this 
coming year!  Follow us on Facebook 
to see the pictures as the Eggloo 
reaches completion.

While we rest from the physical labor 
of farming, we’ll still be exerting a lot of 

mental labor as we continue to plan for 
our upcoming farm year.  We hope to 
start raising bees again and have honey 
to sell this coming year.  We would also 

like to start raising grass-fed beef.  Of 
course this will take some time, so the 
beef wouldn’t be ready until 2018, but 

it’s something to look forward to.  If 
you would be interested in grass-fed 
beef, please let us know so we can raise 

the right number of cows.

We’ve put it off for as long as we can, 
but it’s time for us to finally join 

Facebook.  You can now follow us on 
our Facebook page as a way to learn 
about updates from the farm.  Please 

visit our Facebook page and let us 
know what you think.  And please refer 
others to our farm.  We appreciate it!

Eagle Crest Farm Facebook Page

What’s Happening on the Farm? FRESH FROM 
THE FARM

DELICIOUS EGGS
$3.50/DOZ

PASTURED, GMO-FREE

HEALTHY CHICKEN
$4/LB

PASTURED, GMO-FREE

ORGANIC JAM
$7/PINT

ORGANIC FRUIT & HONEY

HOMEMADE, FRESHLY-
MILLED BREADS

Ben moves the egg layer’s coop to new pasture 
regularly.  The chickens don’t seem to mind the 
ride across the field.

https://www.facebook.com/Eagle-Crest-Farm-559192497609579/
https://www.facebook.com/Eagle-Crest-Farm-559192497609579/


Compared to fifty years ago, there 
aren’t as many farms as there used to 
be.  However, it seems as if more and 

more people are taking back control of 
their health and their food from the 
processed, industrial food sources, and 
seeking out local farms.  Thankfully, 

there are many local farms that are 
each trying to provide healthy food 
alternatives for those looking for 

wholesome food.  We are one of those 
farms, and this is our story:

In 2012, God put it on Ben’s heart to 

start a family-based business that we 
could do with our children.  He instilled 
in us a desire to work alongside our 
children as an alternative to the 

modern model of working 40+ hours a 
week away from our kids without them 
knowing what we really do or where 

the money comes from.  By working 
with our children, we get quality time 
with them to teach them, train them, 

love them, and build into their 
character.  We also get to show them 
how to run a business so that they can 
one day own their own businesses and 

work with their children.  Ben felt 
especially led towards farming.  There’s 
something attractive and exciting about 

working with your hands out in the 
fresh air watching plants and animals 
grow and being a part of that process.  

Plus, there is a lot of character 
development to be gained through 
manual labor and daily responsibilities 
that farming provides.  

In 2013 we were able to start our 
family farm.  We had heard Joel Salatin 
speak at a homeschool conference, and 

we believe his model for farming is one 
of the best.  We wanted to provide lots 
of fresh pasture for all of our animals, 

and to raise everything as organically as 

possible.  We started by raising 
pastured chickens.  The kids were able 
to help build the shelter for the 

chickens that would be moved twice 
each day.  They helped feed and water 
the chickens, and even helped process 
the chickens.  Everyone has a job and 

can help in some way.  This is a really 
important part of our farm - doing it 
together as a family.  We want our farm 

to be profitable and provide income for 
our children to one day purchase 
homes and start their own families and 

businesses.  And we’d even like for the 
farm to provide income for us right 
now as well.  But first and foremost, we 
want this to be about family bonding, 

family experiences and memories, and 
growing and learning together as a 
family.  The children help make 

decisions for the farm, help care for all 
the animals, do a lot of the manual 
labor, help with the farmers market, and 

help with the egg and chicken 
deliveries.  Thankfully God has given us 
six healthy children to help out on the 
farm.  We may not get to take as many 

vacations or participate in a lot of extra 
curricular activities due to the farm 
responsibilities, but our children are 

happy to be farm kids, and so are we.  

In addition to being a true family farm, 
and raising the healthiest food we can 

using the best methods of farming, 
another part of our family farm is our 
ministry.  We sincerely care about each 
of our customers.  We love taking time 

to talk to our customers on delivery 
days and to listen to what’s going on in 
their lives.  We pray for every customer 

continually throughout the year.  
Praying for our customers is really 
important because it’s a way we can 

love them and care for them beyond 

just providing healthy food.  We also 
seek to share Christ’s love and tell 
others about His amazing gift of 

salvation.  The best way we can love 
others is to share the truth of Christ 
with them.  Our family farm allows us 
to meet a lot of people that we might 

otherwise have not had the 
opportunity to talk to.  We are thankful 
for this opportunity, and we want to 

share with them good food for both 
their body and soul.  

Because Christ is our life, we seek to 

live out our lives with godly character.  
We run our farm the same way.  We 
seek to be honest, diligent, faithful, 
humble, and have integrity in our 

business and in our family.  This is 
another important part of our farm.  

We don’t know what God’s plans are 

for our little family farm, but we hope 
that it is His will for us to grow and 
expand our farm and business, to have a 

greater variety of healthy foods to offer 
our customers, and to increase the 
number of customers we serve.  We 
are a local farm like many other local 

farms, but what sets us apart is: first we 
are Christians seeking to live out godly 
lives; secondly, we are a family seeking 

to work and live and play together as a 
family; third, we sincerely care about 
each of our customers; and finally, we 

care about providing the healthiest food 
we can raise and grow for our family, 
friends, and community.  

Thank you for supporting Eagle Crest 

Farm, we are sincerely grateful!

What Makes Eagle Crest Farm Special



CLAIRE’S CORNER
WRITTEN BY CLAIRE, AGE 11

“THE BEST PART OF 
CHRISTMAS”

THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY CLAIRE FROM HER 
HEART WITHOUT ANY PROMPTING FROM US

During winter, there are plenty of things to be 
thankful for. The bright snow, the warm 
homes, the twinkling Christmas lights and 
people wishing you a merry Christmas. For 
friends and family and Christmas cards.

       However, the best part about Christmas 
is Jesus. He came as the savior of the world. 
All of Christmas is about him. He is the main 
focus of Christmas.

      Whenever I think of Christmas, I think of 
Jesus. In our home, we try to remember 
Jesus during Christmas by putting a baby 
Jesus in all of our presents. Then on 
Christmas, when we open our presents, we 
are reminded that Jesus is the best present of 
all. He is God’s gift to us, the best gift of all. 
The bible says: ‘‘While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.’’ This means that Jesus 
came before we repented and were willing to 
accept him. Jesus didn’t come just as a baby, 
though. He came as a savior. He came to die 
for the sins of the world. So that we can go to 
heaven when we die. Isn’t this the best gift of 
all?

        This is why we celebrate Christmas. If 
Jesus didn’t die, then he would be just an 
ordinary baby, and nobody would ever know 
about him. The fact that he came to die and 
be raised again is what makes him so 
important.

        So as you celebrate Christmas, try to 
remember the reason for the season!

C ALEB’S CORNER
WHAT TO GIVE JESUS FOR 

HIS B IRTHDAY
Written by Caleb, age 9

ON CHRISTMAS PEOPLE GIVE GIFTS TO 
EACH OTHER EVEN THOUGH IT IS JESUS’ 
BIRTHDAY.  HERE ARE SOME GIFTS THAT WE 
CAN GIVE TO JESUS:

ONE GIFT WE CAN GIVE JESUS IS TO 
HONOR OTHERS.  JESUS SAID THAT 
WHATEVER YOU DO FOR THE LEAST OF 
THESE IS AS IF YOU DID IT FOR ME.  THAT 
MEANS THE WAY WE TREAT OTHERS IS AS 
IF WE’RE TREATING JESUS THAT WAY, SUCH 
AS GIVING WATER, FOOD, AND CLOTHES OR 
OTHER THINGS TO OTHERS.  

JESUS WANTS US TO LOVE HIM.  ANOTHER 
GIFT WE CAN GIVE JESUS IS TO LOVE HIM 
WITH ALL OUR HEART, SOUL, MIND, AND 
STRENGTH.  WE CAN LOVE JESUS BY 
OBEYING HIS COMMANDS AND DOING OUR 
VERY BEST TO FOLLOW HIM.

A THIRD GIFT WE CAN GIVE JESUS IS TO 
SUBMIT OUR LIVES TO HIM.  THAT MEANS 
THAT WE NEED TO DO WHATEVER HE SAYS 
EVEN IF IT IS HARD, AND EVEN IF WE 
WANT TO DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT.  THE 
DISCIPLES DID THIS WHEN THEY LEFT 
THEIR JOBS AS FISHERMEN TO FOLLOW 
JESUS.

I THINK THAT GIVING GIFTS TO JESUS IS 
EXCITING.  I CAN GIVE JESUS A GIFT BY 
HONORING OTHERS, LOVING HIM, AND 
GIVING HIM MY LIFE.

WHAT CAN YOU GIVE JESUS FOR 
CHRISTMAS?

Jesus is the only reason
for Christmas



CLAIRE

CLAIRE HAS THE GIFT OF CREATIVITY.  SHE’S A GREAT ARTIST AND EXTREMELY 
CREATIVE IN HER WRITING, ACTING, DRAWING, AND PLAY.  SHE ALSO HAS A GREAT 
FAITH IN GOD AND PERSONALLY PURSUES HIM THROUGH BIBLE READING, SCRIPTURE 
MEMORIZATION AND PRAYER.  CLAIRE IS ALSO A LOVING “MOTHER” TO HER SIBLINGS

C ALEB

CALEB IS CURIOUS AND FILLED WITH ADVENTURE.  HE CAN CLIMB TALL TREES, LIFT 
HEAVY FEED BAGS, AND CATCH ALL KINDS OF CRITTERS.  HE PLAYS THE GUITAR WELL 
AND ENJOYS COLLECTING AND TUMBLING ROCKS.  WE BELIEVE GOD HAS GREAT 
PLANS FOR CALEB AND A WONDERFUL TESTIMONY AHEAD FOR HIM.

GRANT

GRANT IS TENDER-HEARTED AND COMPASSIONATE; THE KIND OF PERSON WHO 
WOULD GIVE YOU THE SHIRT OFF HIS BACK.  HE’S GREAT WITH TOOLS AND HAS THE 
DESIRE TO PURSUE FARMING AS A CAREER.  HE’S ALSO INTERESTED IN PROVIDING 
HEALTHY FOOD FOR HIS FAMILY THROUGH HUNTING.  WE APPRECIATE HIS LOVE.

ELISE

ELISE IS EXTREMELY STRONG FOR HER SIZE, PHYSICALLY, MENTALLY, AND 
SPIRITUALLY.  SHE’S A GREAT HELPER, AND SHE HAS A MOTHERING HEART THAT 
DESIRES TO TAKE CARE OF HER YOUNGER BROTHERS.  SHE TRUSTS GOD AND SEEKS 
HIS HELP THROUGH PRAYER AND SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION. SHE IS A JOY!

QUINN

GOD HAS PUT A LOT OF ENERGY, VOLUME, AND ENTERTAINMENT INTO QUINN.  WE 
CAN SEE HIM BECOMING A WORSHIP PASTOR ONE DAY.  HE LOVES MUSIC AND HE 
LOVES PREACHING.  HE’S GROWING UP QUICKLY AND WE ARE ENJOYING EVERY 
MINUTE HE MAKES US SMILE AND LAUGH.

F ISHER

FISHER IS A TRUE JOY TO OUR WHOLE FAMILY.  IT’S GREAT TO SEE HIS 
PERSONALITY BEGIN TO DEVELOP.  IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT FISHER WILL BE A 
FISHER OF MEN AND SHARE GOD’S LOVE AND TRUTH WITH OTHERS BOLDLY.  HE’S 
STRONG, JOYFUL, AND VERY SMILEY.  WE ARE THANKFUL FOR HIS SWEETNESS!



FARM DEVOTIONAL: STAYING CONNECTED
~ Written by Kelly

“ Plant seeds and sing songs.” 
- a bumper sticker seen recently

I recently heard of a 92 year old woman who 
died leaving a $2.4 million inheritance to her 
two children.  I was told that she had originally 
inherited most of this money herself, and she 
wouldn’t spend much of it during her lifetime.  I 
couldn’t help but think about Jesus’s words in 
Matthew 6 where he tells us to store up 
treasures in heaven.  This elderly lady had 
many years of opportunities to use that $2.4 
million to gain heavenly rewards and to be a 
blessing to people, but now her opportunities 
are no more.  Those dollars were like seeds 
that should have been planted in order to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ before her 92 years 
were up.  What a waste to not convert that 
earthly treasure into heavenly treasure!  She 
left it all behind and won’t be able to enjoy the 
heavenly treasures that could have been 
purchased with it, not to mention all the people 

that missed out on the opportunity to be 
blessed by it.  We  must be about the business 
of planting seeds and singing songs of faith 
and joy asking God to grow those seeds in 
order to accomplish His purposes in peoples’ 
lives.  
" So if you have seeds to plant, don’t 
keep them in your “seed bag” for long.  You 
don’t know how much time you have to plant 
them, and they have no eternal value if they 
aren’t planted for the glory of Jesus Christ.

Sowing Seeds ~ written by Ben

In this day and age of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, text messaging, emailing, and even the seasonal 
Christmas cards one would think that we are VERY connected to each other.  However, I’m 
finding it more and more difficult to stay truly connected and enjoy deeper relationships.  I’m 
also experiencing this lack of connection in my faith walk.  There are so many things that keep 
me busy, and keep me from being fruitful.  God doesn’t desire much from us, but He does desire 
a close relationship with us.  He wants to talk with us daily, and He wants to be a part of every 
aspect of our lives.  He is my creator, my Savior, my source of hope and truth - and yet I don’t 
seem to have a lot of time for Him.  There are many excuses, and many of them are legitimate, 
but they still don’t excuse the absence of connection and relationship with the One with whom I 
should be (and truly need to be) the most connected with.  I would rather forget to make a post 
on Facebook, or not answer the phone, or not get an item on my to-do list done than miss an 
opportunity to spend time with my Lord.  I struggle with prioritizing my time in this way, though.  
And instead I end up in the same dilemma Paul spoke about in the Bible when I don’t do the 
things I want to do (such as regular prayer time and personal Bible study) and instead do the 
things I don’t want to do (choosing things of lesser importance over the things of greatest 
importance).  I’m praying that during these winter months when farm work is lighter, that God 
will help me in my weakness, and that I will truly stay connected with Him more in the new year.  
Now that’s something worth “liking” and “sharing” and “tweeting” about.  


